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still very limited, with the exception of rhythmic expression and sound play
which may come in the first year of life.
When later the preschool child is able to express himself graphically
he projects his first artistic experience, namely, that of rhythm, upon
his expression. Rhythm appears in repetitions of the same unit,
later in alterations of the same unit, and finally in elaborations of
the basic pattern. If the child repeats exactly the same size for
head and belly he expresses a rhythm, the rhythm of the same unit.
The ability to configure and integrate is at least as important in
the development of the self as the ability to observe and retain. A
pattern which suggests a deficiency of intelligence to the tester may
suggest a high value of personality to the explorer. The drawing
of a man as a medium for diagnosing a child's intelligence has its
limitations. If, besides, we use the drawing of a man in order to
measure the unifying and integrating principle in the child's ex-
pression, the principle of intelligence may become more meaningful.
The pattern in the drawing of a man would be the result of a child's
conscious reaction (knowledge) transformed by his unconscious
reaction (configuration).
A measurement of graphic expression in order to investigate the
principle of configuration and integration is part of a special volume
which the present author has in preparation* and in which he dis-
cusses methodological and statistical problems related to this sub-
ject. Within the frame of our present investigation we shall demon-
strate briefly the principle of measuring the child's degree of
configuration or rhythmization, his rhythmic quotient, or R.Q.
TESTING THE CHILD'S RHYTHMIC ORGANIZATION
Using our standard object, a picture of a man, we first measure
the general proportions of its three main parts: head, trunk, and
legs. The length of the head is measured in its vertical diameter
from the chin to the upper limit. The trunk is measured in its
largest extension between upper and lower limits. The length of the
legs is either given by the length of the vertical stroke representing
the leg, or measured from the belt, which is very often drawn by
children as a horizontal line separating trunk and legs. In such a
case the middle of the belt is taken as the starting point for the
measurement. But since each drawing has many graphic elements,
a different number of proportions is possible in each single case.
T0 determine such "proportions" we proceed as follows:
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